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Thank you for joining us tonight as we celebrate 50 years of conservation history at the 
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department.

Since 1963 when the Department was formed by the merger of the Texas State Parks 
Board with the Texas Game and Fish Commission, the conservation professionals at your 
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department, with the extraordinary leadership of the Texas Parks 
and Wildlife Commission, have been focused on taking care of the wild things and wild 
places of Texas. 

There have been many accomplishments over the years, none of which could have been 
achieved without our partnership with hunters, anglers, park users, private landowners 
and all who care about Texas and our proud outdoor heritage.  

Since 1991, the Texas Parks and Wildlife Foundation has been supporting Department 
projects through efforts like the Conservation Hall of Fame Dinner. This year’s recognition 
of Texas Parks and Wildlife’s conservation legacy is a fitting tribute to the men and women 
who have spent their lives devoted to our mission to conserve the natural and cultural 
resources of Texas and to provide hunting, fishing and outdoor recreation opportunities 
for present and future generations.

Special thanks to the chairs, hosts and sponsors for this extraordinary evening. And above 
all, a heartfelt thank you to Debra and Dan Friedkin for their incredible vision and generosity 
in underwriting an evening that awes and inspires us all. 

Tonight, as we reflect on fifty years gone by and imagine the next fifty years, we want to 
thank you for helping us ensure Texans of all ages can enjoy, explore and be inspired by 
the wild things and wild places of Texas.

Please join us in ‘Keeping it Wild’!

Sincerely,

Carter Smith
Executive Director
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department



50 Years of Wild Things & Wild Places
With 11 distinct ecoregions covering 268,500 square miles, Texas is blessed with an amazing 
biodiversity— nearly 200 mammals, 800 species of fish, 634 species of birds, and over 
4,600 species of native plants.
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Thank you to our Texas Parks & Wildlife Commissioners
(1963-2014)
Ernest Angelo, Jr. 
Katharine Armstrong 
Robert L. Armstrong 
John Avila, Jr. 
Lee Marshall Bass
Perry R. Bass
Henry C. Beck III 
Mark E. Bivins 
George R. Bolin 
William O. Braecklein 
J. Robert Brown 
Bob Burleson 
Mickey Burleson
Delo H. Caspary 
Ray Clymer 
Edwin L. Cox, Jr.
Roberto De Hoyos 
 

J.M. Dellinger 
Carol E. Dinkins 
Ralph H. Duggins 
Antonio Falcon, M.D. 
Joseph B.C. Fitzsimons
T. Dan Friedkin
Joe Kirk Fulton 
Ygnacio Garza 
L.P. Gilvin 
William L. Graham 
John M. Green 
Richard W. Heath 
Alvin L. Henry 
Terese Hershey 
George C. Hixon 
Karen Hixon 
William P. Hobby

Ned S. Holmes 
Peter M. Holt 
Susan Howard-Chrane 
Dan Allen Hughes, Jr.
Harry Jersig 
Pearce Johnson 
Bill Jones 
John Wilson Kelsey 
James H. Lee 
Margaret Martin 
Philip O’B. Montgomery III 
S. Reed Morian 
Richard R. Morrison III 
A.W. Moursund
Chuck Nash 
Will Odom 
William B. Osborn, Jr. 

John D. Parker 
James R. Paxton 
Beatrice Carr Pickens 
Donato D. Ramos 
Kelly W. Rising, M.D. 
Nolan Ryan 
Perkins D. Sams 
Antonio R. Sanchez, Jr. 
Ray E. Santos, M.D. 
Dick Scott 
Jack R. Stone 
Louis H. Stumberg 
Max L. Thomas 
Walter Umphrey 
Mark E. Watson, Jr. 
William M. Wheless III

Texas Parks & Wildlife
Commission Members
The Honorable:
Dan Allen Hughes, Jr., Chairman
Ralph H. Duggins, Vice Chairman
T. Dan Friedkin, Chairman-Emeritus 
Roberto De Hoyos 
Bill Jones
James H. Lee
Margaret Martin
S. Reed Morian
Dick Scott

Lee M. Bass, Chairman-Emeritus

Carter Smith, Executive Director

TPWD

Oversees 1,408,443 acres of wild lands, and over 90 State Parks 
and Historic Sites that provide beauty, outdoor experiences, and 
inspiration for millions of Texans and their families.

Stewards 3,700 streams, 15 major rivers, countless lakes and ponds, 
and 3,300 miles of tidal shoreline. It operates 8 fisheries that stock 
more than 41 million fish into Texas waters yearly.

Internationally recognized for their outstanding law enforcement, 
more than 530 Texas Game Wardens conserve Texas’ natural 
resources and protect its communities.

Texas Parks & Wildlife Foundation Board of Trustees
Kelly R. Thompson, Chairman
Laurance Armour III
Bruce Berg
Mark E. Bivins
Dan Craine
Bruce Culpepper

Ex-Officio Trustees
The Honorable Ralph H. Duggins
The Honorable Dan Allen Hughes, Jr.
The Honorable Bill Jones
Carter Smith, Executive Director, TPWD

Anne Brown, Executive Director

Honorary Trustees
Lee M. Bass, Chairman-Emeritus, TPW Commission 
Will C. Beecherl
Edwin L. Cox, Jr.
George C. Hixon
C. Patrick Oles, Jr.

Over 23 years

Leveraging public funds with private 
philanthropy to create lasting impact 
on TPWD’s ability to conserve Texas’ 
extraordinary lands, waters, wildlife, 
and cultural resources.

Making a Difference

92 cents of every dollar raised goes to 
conserving Texas lands, waters, and 
wildlife. Over $80M has been raised to 
ensure wild things and wild places for 
future generations.

Top Rated

Recipient of Guidestar and 
Charity Navigator’s highest 
marks for accountability
and efficiency.

Berkley Dawson
L.R. (Robin) French III
Mike Greene
Reno Gustafson
Don Humphreys
Cadell Liedtke

Joe McBride
Patrick Murray
Michael S. Pedrotti
Karl Rove
Brad Tucker



Next Fifty
Ramona & Lee Bass
Palmetto Partners, Ltd. | The Robert & Janice McNair Foundation
Anonymous

Redfish

Karol & Paul Barnhart | Sage Road Capital 
Diana & Todd Brock | Pepper & Ashley Edens | Janet & Paul Hobby | David Solomon | Anonymous
Bud Light | Silver Eagle Distributors 
Kathie & Ed Cox, Jr.
Rose & Harry Cullen | Kathy & Jody McCord
Karen & Tim Hixon
Houston Oil Producing Enterprises, Inc. | William J. Hill
Peggy & Dan Allen Hughes, Jr.
Gaye & John Kelsey | National Rifle Association
Cornelia & Meredith Long
Laurie & Reed Morian 
Eliza & Stuart Stedman
Stephanie & Brad Tucker | Mustang CAT
The Vaughan Family
David Weekley Family Foundation

Sponsors
Big Bend
Barbara & Bruce Berg | Kate & Hunter Henry
Cash Construction Company, Inc.
Lynn & Peter Coneway
Sallee & Dan Craine 
Julie & Markley Crosswell | Lisa & John Dorn | Sarita & Bob Hixon
Ellen & Jim Cummins | Henry J.N. Taub II | Marcy & Tom Wessel 
Dallas Safari Club
Lisa & George Francisco | Nancy & David Randall
Anne & Robin French
Cathey & Don Humphreys
Marie Louise & David Kinder
Lynn Lasher
Amy & Jim Lee | Joella & Steve Mach
Marion & Cadell Liedtke
Luther King Capital Management
LyondellBasell
Meta Alice Keith Bratten Foundation
Sandra & Brian O’Brien | Shannon & Robert O’Brien
Julie & Pat Oles | Karen & Karl Rove
Dodie Juarez & Dick Scott
Stumberg Patio Ranch
Judy & Charles Tate | Kay & Ned Holmes
Texas Oil and Gas Association 
Carla & Kelly Thompson
Westside Lexus | Northside Lexus
Laura & Bill Wheless

This evening has been graciously
sponsored by Debra & Dan Friedkin

Bighorn Sheep
Suzanne & Laurance Armour III
Ascende Charitable Trust
Ellen & Mark Bivins
McLean Bowman
Bonnie & Berkley Dawson
Pam & James Erwin
Falls Distributing Company
Frost
Frederic Gautier-Winther
Barbara & Dana Kirk
Janell & Tio Kleberg
Macfarlan Capital Partners
Madden Asset Management
Joe McBride
Patrick Murray
The Poarch Family 
Republic Ranches
Beth Robertson
Nona & Andrew Sansom
Terry & Thomas E. Smith
South Texas Money Management
Mary & Mike Terry | MT7 Ranch
Trend Development | Gullo Toyota
Laura & Blair Woodall



Who Needs Wild Things and Wild Places in Texas?
Texas Parks and Wildlife believes we all do.


